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Note from the Editor 
 
As announced in my last note to the journal, this issue of EASTM is dedicated to 
the history of medicine in early modern Japan. However, because all five articles 
could not be accommodated in one issue, we have had to distribute them across 
two. Thus, EASTM nos. 29 (2008) and 30 (2009) will basically focus on Japan, 
starting with a note from the guest editor, Bettina Gramlich-Oka, and an intro-
duction written by William Wayne Farris. Two of the five articles, namely those 
of Andrew Edmund Goble dealing with rhythms of medicine and community in 
late sixteenth-century Japan and of Susan L. Burns on a case study of a village 
doctor and medical knowledge in nineteenth-century Japan, will be published in 
this number, the other three articles authored by Gregory Smits, Bettina Gram-
lich-Oka and William Johnston in no. 30. Both issues will contain a number of 
book reviews, and no. 30 a research note by Nakayama Shigeru on the incom-
mensurability between Western geometrical and Chinese numerico-algebraic 
astronomy.  
Following these two special issues on the history of medicine in early modern 
Japan, no. 31 (2009) will contain a substantial number of the plenary lectures 
that were presented at the “12th International Conference on the History of Sci-
ence in East Asia” at John Hopkins University, Baltimore, July 14-18, 2008. We 
are scheduled to include contributions by James R. Bartholomew, Tian Miao, 
Ellis Tinios, Volker Scheid, and Paul U. Unschuld on such topics as East Asian 
scientists and the Nobel Prize, early stages of research on the history of mathe-
matics in China, the human body in Japanese illustrated books of the Edo period, 
the integration of Chinese medicine into modern health care systems, and the 
liberating potential of early Chinese medicine. 
No. 31 of EASTM will also be the last issue published under the former edi-
torial and technical set-up. Thereafter, starting with no. 32 (2010), we will switch 
to the new pattern, as outlined in the “Note from the Editor” in no. 28. To reiter-
ate briefly, this means that  EASTM will be made available as an electronic pub-
lication with a permanent electronic archive based on a policy of open access, 
with issues of the journal becoming available openly on the net two years after 
publication. As before, we will continue to publish EASTM in hard-copy, but 
electronic publishing will enable us to enhance and supplement our range of 
publication possibilities by, for instance, including more pictures, tables and 
appendices or even audio-visual material.  
Finally, let me express my gratitude to a number of colleagues and collabora-
tors who have made this and the next issue of EASTM possible. This includes 
the authors of the articles and book reviews as well as the anonymous referees,  
and also EASTM’s editorial staff, namely, our English language editor John P. C. 
Moffett in Cambridge and my student assistants Vanessa Dahlmann and Valerie 
Keppel. Thanks to their assistance and dedication, EASTM is able to continue to 
publish original research of high quality, and thus to fulfil an important mission 
in our globalized field of intercultural and cross-civilisational studies on the 
history of East Asian science, technology and medicine. The continuation of the 
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journal’s role is also guaranteed by the fact that submissions to EASTM have 
increased over the years so that the academic community can expect further 
fascinating issues, both general and on special topics.  
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